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Lincoln's 
Gettysburg  Address 


Margaret  O'Herron  Copy 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 
sources  illuminating  aspects  of  this  most 
well-known  Presidential  speech 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 
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Cradle  of  Lincoln 


Offers  Lincoln  Relics  To  Proposed 
Memorial  In  Southern  Indiana! 


The  famous  Lincoln  .cradle  relicnowned  by  the  O'Herrons  of  Streator,  111. 


IN  A  Kentucky  wilderness 
cabin  located  In  Hardin 
county,  a  black-haired  baby 
was  rocked  to  and  fro,  to  and 
fro  that  year  of  1809,  by  a 
woman  known  as  the  wife  of 
Thomas  Lincoln. 

The  crooning    cradle  songs 


which  poured  from  her  lips 
and  the  mother  love  which 
poured  from  her  heart  made 
something  sacred  of  that 
cradle  which  her  husband  had 
fashioned  from  walnut  and 
mortised  together  with  wooden 
pegs. 


At  least,  the  present  owner 
of  the  cradle,  Mrs.  Anne 
O'Herron  of  Streator,  111., 
holds  it  sacred.  She  has  de- 
clined offers  of  hundreds  of 
dollars  from  antique  dealers 
and  collectors  for  the  relic, 
which   has   been   exhibited  in 


the  largest  cities  of  the 
country.  * 

Cooking,  washing,  sewing, 
spinning,  weaving,  keeping 
house  for  two  babies  and  a 
man  in  a  one-room  cabin  was 
what  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln 
died  as  the  boy  baby  lay  watch- 
ing her  from  that  cradle  in  the 
corner  of  the  room — that  baby 
of  whom  Sparrows  and 
Hankses  come  visiting  would 
jay  — "He's  solemn  as  a 
papoose." 

Young  Abe  was  still  a  light 
bundle  when  the  family  moved 
to  a  farm  on  Knob  creek,  eight 
miles  from  Hodgenville,  on  the 
main  highway  from  Louisville 
to  Nashville. 

Mrs.  L.  Baley.  of  Lincoln 
City,  Ind.,  was  first  to  possess 
the  historic  cradle,  it  was  dis- 
closed by  Mrs.  O'Herron  in 
writing  to  The  Press.  It  was 
left  to  Mrs.  Baley  by  Robert 
Todd  Lincoln,  son  of  the  presi- 
dent. She  was  to  keep  it  until 
he  died,  and  then  it  was  to  go 
to  Patrick  Keegan,  an  old 
friend  of  Lincoln. 

Mrs.  0'Herrt)n  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Mr.  Keegan,  friend  and 
client  of  Lincoln  during  his 
days  of  practicing  1  law  in 
Illinois. 

Course  of  Relic 

Explaining  the  course  of  the 
cradle  relic,  Mrs.  O'Herron 
says:  "While  living  in  Illinois. 
Abraham  Lincoln  had  a  per- 
sonal friend,,  /lamed  Patrick 
Keegan  tmyuather),  who  liv.ed 
on  a  farm  near  Ottawa.  One 
day  in  conversation  money 
matters  were    mentioned  and 


Lincoln  told  Patrick  if  he  had 
no  will  he  would  leave  him 
his  cradle.  The  years  whirled 
on  and  the  central  Illinois 
lawyer  became  the  martyred 
president,  but  Lincoln's  prom- 
ise was  not  forgotten." 

When  Patrick  Keegan  died 
and  it  was  found  that  'Mrs. 
O'Herron  was  the  only  living 
member  of  the   family.  Mrs. 


Miss  Margaret  O'Herron 


Baley  of  Lincoln  City  notified 
her.  That  was  her  first  intima- 
tion of  being  the  owner  of  the 
priceless  relic. 

Mrs.  O'Herron,  thru  her 
daughter,  Margaret,  has  made 
the  offer  r>C;.S<ttne  of  her  Lin- 
coln relics  -\<S-  -the  proposed 
memorial  at  Lincoln  City, 
sponsored  by  the  Indiana  Lin- 
coln Union     She  has  expressed 


o  willingness  to  come  to  the 
city  and  make  a  talk  on  the 
relics  and  what  Lincoln  lore 
her  .family  has  uncovered. 

Other  Lincoln  relies  in  the 
possession  of  the  O'Herron 
family  are: 

Other  Possessions 

A  picture  of  the  Home  of 
John  Howard  Payne,  the  man 
who  wrote  "Home,  Sweet 
Home."  This  picture  hung  in 
the  Lincoln  home  in  Spring- 
field, 111.,  for  17  J'ears  before 
he  went  to  Washington. 

A  large  oil  painting  that 
hung  in  the  White  House  when 
Abraham  Lincoln  was  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  This 
picture,  an  Alpine  mountain 
view,  was  painted  by  P. 
Hedrick  in  1676. 

A  chair  that  was  in  the 
Springfield  home  of  the  Lin- 
colns. 

The  O'Herrons  recently 
helped  the  Boy  Scouts  of 
Streator  in  their  successful 
efforts  to  raise  a  fund  for  pur- 
chasing a  site  and  building 
the  "Abraham  Lincoln  Boy 
•Scout  Memorial."  a  log  cabin, 
which  the  Scouts  will  use  for 
their  own  activities.  ■ 

Miss  Margaret  O'Herron 
spoke  of  a  possible  future 
exhibit  of  the  Lincoln  relics  at 
Evansville. 


LINCOLN'S  CRADLE  TO  BE 
ON  EXHIBITION  AT  MARION 

  HtS 

MARION,  Ind..  April  28. —  (U.P.) 
— The  cradle  in  which  Abraham  Lin- 
coln was  rocked  as  a  baby  will  be 
on  exhibition  here  at  the  Faris  jew- 
elry store  May  3.  4,  0,  and  it  was 
announced  by  Miss  Margaret  O'Her- 
ron. its  owner. 
!     The  cradle,  which  is  118  years  old. 
]  together  with  a  key  to  the  Lincoln 
;  home  in  Indiana  and  several  inter- 
;  esting  articles  are  the  property  of 
|  Miss  O'Herron,   who  is  on  a  visit 
!  here. 

,  The  cradle  has  been  put  on  view 
in  most  of  the  larger  cities  and  has 
been  viewed  by  thousands^  people. 

A  small  admission  will  be  charged 
for  viewing  the  historic  articles  but 
the  entire  fund  will  be  turned  over 

i  to  the  lacol  boy  scout  organization 
of  Marion. 


LAW  OFFICES  OF 

Robert  W.  Johnson  JOHNSON     S     DAVISON  telephone 

B.  M.  Davison  Reisch  Building  main  1976 

SPRINGFIELD,  ILLINOIS 


September  23rd.,  1932, 


Dr.  Louis  A*  Warren, 
Lincoln  Life  Ins,  Co., 
Ft,  Wayne,  Ind. 


Dear  Mr.  Warren: 

Since  talking  with  you  on  the  phone  I  have  been 
endeavoring  to  get  in  touch  with  our  client,  Margaret  O'Herron. 
She  is  the  owner  of  the  Lincoln  manuscript.  I  have  just  learned 
that  she  is  out  of  the  city  for  a  few  days.  Since  she  has  the 
letter  from  Robert  T.  Lincoln  in  her  possession  I  was  not  able 
to  get  that  letter.  Thus  I  cannot  send  you  the  wording  of  it. 

However,  I  have  been  able  to  secure  for  your 
inspection  the  photograph  of  the  manuscript.  It  is  the  last 
photograph  we  have  of  the  matter  and  I  amosking  you  to  see 
that  it  is  returned  intact. 

I  am  sending,  for  inspection  only,  the  photo- 
graph mentioned  above.  As  soon  as  it  has  completed  your  purpose 
I  amosking  that  you  kindly  return  it. 

In  case  you  decide  to  come  to  Springfield  I 
would  be  pleased  to  have  you  notify  me  by  wire  in  order  that 
I  may  make  the  necessary  arrangments  to  have  Mrs.  O'Herron 
present. 


BHD/M. 

Enc.  1 


Yours  very  truly, 
JOHNSON  &  DAVISON, 

fiy  f2>.  7h.  o£W~t^. 


September    23,  1S32 


Johnson  &  Pari  son 
Springfield,  111. 

Gentlemen: 

Thanks  for  prompt  reply  to  ay  re  .ueat. 
Will  yon  plei.se  compare  the  enclosed  co~y  of  toe 
fctttysburg  address  with  toe  original  in  your 
pes -as 3 ion. 

Please  check  size  -  nd  type  of  paper.  Is  it 
poe&ible  that  thi3  may  be  ■  duplicate? 

Please  '"iretuy  eryjense  as  to  results  of 
your  comparison* 

Tours  Tery  Truly 

Sr. Louis  A.  %rren,  Director 

Lincoln  Histories!  Research  Foundation 

P.S.  Please  telegraph  by  Monday  noon  as  I  will  be  out  of 
the  city  the  rest  of  the  week. 


WOMAN  OFFERS 
LINCOLN  SPEECH 

NOTES  FOR  SALE 

— —  ■ 

'  Springfield,  111.,  Aug.  5.—  (JP)— The 
!  original  manuscript  of  Abraham  Lin- 
I  coin's  Gettysburg  address  was  offered 
'  for  sale  here  today  by  Attorney  Rob- 
"  ert  Johnson,  as  agent  for  the  owner. 
f  Mrs.  Margaret  'O'Herron  of  Streator. 
Mrs.  O'Herron  produced  as  authen- 
ticating documents,  a  sheaf  of  letters 
'  written  her  by  the  late  Robert  T.  Lin- 
1  coin,  son  of  the  emancipator.  She  said 
'  Lincoln's  friendship  for  her  father,  T. 

B.  Keegan  of  Ottawa,  at  whose  home 
1  Lincoln  was  snowbound  while  a  circuit 
rider,  was  responsible  for  the  gift  of 
!  the  manuscript  to  her  by  his  son. 

Robert  Lincoln,  she  said,  called  on 
r  her  at  her  millinery  shop  here  ir.  1912 
1  and  left  the  manuscript  framed  to-  j 
gether  with  Robert  Lincoln's  favorite 
portrait  of  his  father.    He  also  left  a 
key  made  by  Lincoln,  she  said,  and  a 
fork  which  Robert  Lincoln  had  used 
in  the  civil  war,  as  part  of  his  mess 
'  kit. 

The  manuscript  is  in  good  condition 
and  according  to  the  story  Robert  Lin- 

'  coin  told  her,  she  said,  was  left  be- 
hind at  the  White  House  when  Lincolr 
went  to  deliver  the  address.  Inste8 
he  re-wrote  it  on  a  scrap  of  wrappi' 

(  paper  on  the  train. 


U  ii   ■   " 

Original  Manuscript 
of  Gettysburg  Speech 
Is  Offered  for  Sale 

SPRINGFIELD,  111..  Aug.  6.— The 
original  manuscript  of  Abraham  tin- 
coin's  Gettysburg  address  was  offered 
for  sale  here  today  by  Robert  Johnson, 
attorney  lor  the  owner,  Mrs.  Margaret 
O'Herron  of  Streator,  111. 

Mrs.  O'Herron  said  the  framed 
manuscript  and  other  mementoes  were 
given  to  her  by  Robert  T.  Lincoln.^the 
Emancipator's  son. 

Robert  Lincoln  told  her,  she  said, 
that  the  original  manuscript  was  left 
at  the  White  House  when  the  President 
went  to  Gettysburg  to  deliver  the 
"four  score  and  seven  years  ago"  ad- 
dress. While  on  the  train,  Lincoln  re- 
wrote it  on  a  scrap  of  wrapping  paper. 

Except  for  some  punctuation  changes, 
the  manuscript  is  identical  with  the 
Gettysburg  address  as  Lincoln  gave  it. 
Instead  of  semi-colons  with  which  Lin- 
coln punctuated  the  last  sentence  of 
tVe  address,  the  original  shows  that  he 
used  several  dashes. 

The  original  was  written  on  unruled 
paper. 


SPEECH  FOR  SALE 


The  original  manuscript  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln's  Getty,  bus  <  address 
has  been  offered  for  sale  in  Spring- 
field, 111.,  by  Robert  Johnson,  at- 
torney for  the  owner,  Mrs.  Mar- 
garet O'Herron,  of  Streator,  111.  Mrs. 
O'Herron  said  the  framed  manu- 
script and  other  mementoes  were 
given  to  her  by  Robert  T.  Lincoln, 
the  Civil  War  President's  son. 

Robert  Lincoln  told  her,  she  said, 
that  the  original  manuscript  was 
left  at  the  White  House  when  the 
President  went  to  Gettysburg  to  de- 
liver the  "four-score-and-seven- 
years-ago"  address.  While  on  the 
train,  Lincoln  rewrote  it  on  a  scrap 
of  WTapping  paper. 

Except  for  some  punctuation 
changes,  the  manuscript  is  identical 
with  the  Gettysburg  address  as  Lin- 
coln gave  it. 


Speech  by  Lincoln 
Is  Offered  to  Penna. 

Harrisburg,  March  30. — (UP)  — 
Governor  Earle  considered  today  an 
offer  whereby  the  State  may  obtain 
for  $250,000  one  of  five  original 
copies  of  Lincoln's  Gettysburg  ad- 
dress, written  in  the  President's 
own  hand. 

Earle  said  the  rare  copy  is  in 
possession  of  a  group  which  pur- 
chased it  for  $209,000  and  now  offers 
its 'sale.  It  has  been  suggested  the 
address,  if  purchased,  should  be 
preserved  in  the  State  museum  in 
Harrisburg. 


OFFERS  LINCOLN  RELIC 


Manuscript  of  Gettysburg  Address  to 
Be  Sold 

Springfield,  111.,  Aug.  6— (AP)— The 
original  manuscript  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln's Gettysburg  address  has  been  of- 
fered for  sale  by  Robert  Johnson,  at- 
torney for  the  owner,  Mrs.  Margaret 
O'Herron,  of  Streator,  111. 

Mrs.  O'Herron  said  the  famed  manu- 
script and  other  mementoes  were  given 
to  her  by  Robert  T.  Lincoln,  the  Eman- 
cipator's son. 

Robert  Lincoln  told  her,  she  said, 
that  the  original  manuscript  was  left 
at  the  White  House  when  the  Presi- 
dent went  to  Gettysburg  to  deliver  the 
"four  score  and  seven  years  ago"  ad- 
dress. While  on  the  train,  Lincoln 
rewrote  it  on  a  scrap  of  wrapping 
paper. 

Except  for  some  punctuation 
changes,  the  manuscript  is  identical 
with  the  Gettysburg  address  as  Lin- 
coln gave  it.  Instead  of  semicolons 
with  which  Lincoln  punctuated  the  last 
sentence  of  the  address,  the  original 
shows  that  he  used  several  dashes. 

The  original  was  written  on  unruled 
paper.    CUM  >  V 


Original  of  Lincoln's 
Gettysburg  Address 
Is  Offered  for  Sale 

SPRINGFIELD,  111.,  Aug.  5.-^tAP) 
—The  original  manuscript  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln's  Gettysburg  address 
was  offered  for  sale  here  today  hy 
Robert  Johnson,  attorney  for  th<> 
owner,  Mrs.  Margaret  O'Herron  of 
gtreator,  111. 

Mrs.  O'Herron  said  the  framed 
manuscript  and  other  mementoes 
were  given  to  her  by  Robert  T.  Lin- 
coln, the  emancipator's  son. 

Robert  Lincoln  told  her,  she  said, 
that  the  original  manuscript  was  lelt 
at  the  White  House  when  the  presi- 
dent went  to  Gettysburg  to  deliver 
the  "four  score  and  seven  years 
ago"  address.  While  on  the  train 
Lincoln  rewrote  It  on  a  scrap  of 
wrapping  paper. 

Except  for  some  punctuation 
changes,  the  manuscript  is  identical 
with  the  Gettysburg  address  a3  Lin- 
coln gave  it.  Instead  of  semicolons 
with  which  Lincoln  punctuated  the 
last  sentence  of  the  address,  the 
original  shows  that  he  used  several 
dashes. 

The  original  was  written  on  un- 
ruled paper. 


First  Manuscript  of 
Gettysburg  Address 
Offered  for  Sale 

Springfield.  111.,  Aug.  6.^(K-The 
original  manuscript  o£  Abraham  Lin- 
coln's Gettysburg  address  was  of- 
fered for  sale  here  today  by  Attorney 
Robert  Johnson,  as  agent  f<fr  the 
owner.  Mrs.    Margaret    O'Herron  of 

Streator.  .,  

Mrs  O'Herron  produced  as  authen- 
tic documents  a  sheaf  o£  letters  writ- 
ten  her  by  the  late  Robert  T.  Lincoln, 
son  of  the  emancipator.  She  said  Lin- 1 
coin's  friendship  for  her  father,  1. 
B.  Kcegan  of  Ottawa,  at  whose  home 
Lincoln  was  snowbound  while  a  c  rcuit 
rider  was  responsible  for  the  gift  of 
the  manuscript  to  her  by  his  son 

Robert  Lincoln,  she  said,  called  on 
her  at  her  millinery  shop  here  in  isl- 
and left  the  manuscript,  framed  with 
Robert  Lincoln's  favorite  portrait  of 
his  father.  He  also  left  a  key  made 
by  Lincoln,  she  said,  and  a  fork 
which  Robert  Lincoln  had  used  in  the 
civil  war  as  part  of  his  mess  kit 

The  manuscript  is  in  good  condi- 
tion, and  according  to  the  story  Rob- 
ert Lincoln  told  her.  she  said,  was 
left  at  the  White  House  when  Lincoln 
went  to  Gettysburg  to  deliver  his 
famous  address.  He  rewrote  it  on  a 
scrap  of  wrapping  paper  on  the  train. 

$  * 
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WOMAN  OFFERS 
LINCOLN  SPEECH 
NOTES  FOR  SALE 

Springfield,  111.,  Aug.  5—  (/P)— The 
original  manuscript  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln's Gettysburg  address  was  offered 
for  sale  here  today  by  Attorney  Rob- 
ert Johnson,  as  agent  for  the  owner, 
Mrs.  Margaret  O'Herron  of  Streator. 

Mrs.  O'Herron  produced  as  authen- 
ticating documents,  a  sheaf  of  letters 
written  her  by  the  late  Robert  T.  Lin- 
coln, son  of  the  emancipator.  She  said 
Lincoln's  friendship  for  her  father,  T. 
B.  Keegan  of  Ottawa,  at  whose  home 
Lincoln  was  snowbound  while  a  circuit 
rider,  was  responsible  for  the  gifL  of 
the  manuscript  to  her  by  his  son. 

Robert  Lincoln,  she  said,  called  on 
her  at  her  millinery  shop  here  in  1912 
and  left  the  manuscript  framed  to- 
gether with  Robert  Lincoln's  favorite 
portrait  of  his  father.  He  also  left  a 
key  made  by  Lincoln,  she  said,  and  a 
fork  which  Robert  Lincoln  had  used 
in  the  civil  war,  as  part  of  his  mess 
kit. 

The  manuscript  is  in  good  condition  i 
and  according  to  the  story  Robert  Lin- 
coln told  her,  she  said,  was  left  be- 
hind at  the  White  House  when  Lincoln 
went  to  deliver  the  address.  Instead 
he  re-wrote  it  on  a  scrap  of  wrapping 
paper  on  the  train. 


Original  of  Lincoln's 
Gettysburg  Address 
Is  Offered  for  Sale 

SPRINGFIELD,  111.,  Mug.  5—  (AP) 
—The  original  manuscript  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln's  Gettysburg  address 
was  offered  for  sale  here  today  by 
Robert  Johnson,  attorney  for  the 
owner,  Mrs.  Margaret  O'Herron  of 
Streator,  111. 

Mrs.  O'Herron  said  the  framed 
manuscript  and  other  mementoes 
were  given  to  her  by  Robert  T.  Lin- 
coln, the  emancipator's  son. 

Robert  Lincoln  told  her,  she  said, 
that  the  original  manuscript  was  left 
at  the  White  House  when  the  presi- 
dent went  to  Gettysburg  to  deliver 
the  "four  score  and  seven  years 
ago"  address.  While  on  the  train 
Lincoln  rewrote  it  on  a  scrap  of 
wrapping  paper. 

Except  for  some  punctuation 
changes,  the  manuscript  is  identical 
with  the  Gettysburg  address  as  Lin- 
coln gave  it.  Instead  of  semicolons 
with  which  Lincoln  punctuated  the 
last  sentence  of  the  address,  the 
original  shows  that  he  used  several 
dashes. 

The  original  was  written  on  un- 
ruled paper. 


OFFERS  LINCOLN  RELIC 


Manuscript  of  Gettysburg  Address  tc 
Be  Sold 

Springfield,  111.,  Aug.  6— (AP)— The 
original  manuscript  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln's Gettysburg  address  has  been  of- 
fered for  sale  by  Robert  Johnson,  at- 
torney for  the  owner,  Mrs.  Margaret 
O'Herron,  of  Streator,  111. 

Mrs.  O'Herron  said  the  famed  manu- 
script and  other  mementoes  were  given 
to  her  by  Robert  T.  Lincoln,  the  Eman- 
cipator's son. 

Robert  Lincoln  told  her,  she  said, 
that  the  original  manuscript  was  left 
at  the  White  House  when  the  Presi- 
dent went  to  Gettysburg  to  deliver  the 
"four  score  and  seven  years  ago"  ad- 
dress. While  on  the  train,  Lincoln 
rewrote  it  on  a  scrap  of  wrapping 
paper. 

Except  for  some  punctuation 
changes,  the  manuscript  is  identical 
with  the  Gettysburg  address  as  Lin- 
coln gave  it.  Instead  of  semicolons 
with  which  Lincoln  punctuated  the  last 
sentence  of  the  address,  the  original 
shows  that  he  used  several  dashes. 

The  original  was  written  on  unruled 
paper. 


The  announcement  by  a  womai.\ 
Streator,  111.,  that  she  has  for  sa> 
"the  original  manuscript  of  Abraham 
Lincoln's  Gettysburg  address"  is  in- 
teresting, in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
two  drafts  made  by  Lincoln  before  the 
dedication  at  Gettysburg  now  repose 
in  the  Library  of  Congress'.  However, 
it  might  be  noted  that^the  President 
made  four  subsequent  copies  of  the 
address.  Three  of  these  are  ac- 
counted for.  The  Illinois  copy  may 
be  the  other,  if,  indeed,  it  is  genuine. 

It  Is  of  interest  also  in  this  con- 
nection that  the  often-repeated  tale 
that  Lincoln  wrote  the  address  on  the 
back  of  an  envelope  in  a  train  on  the 
way  to  Gettysburg  probably  has  no 
basis  in  fact.  James  Speed,  in  an 
interview  in  The  Louisville  Commer- 
cial in  November,  1870,  said  that  Lin- 
coln told  him  he  had  time  to  write 
about  half  his  speech  In  Washington 
and  that  he  finished  it  in  Gettys- 
burg. John  G.  Nicolay  says  that  he 
was  with  the  President  when  he  fin- 
ished it.  Then  he  made  a  fair  eppy. 
Bo;h  these  are  in  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress. They  were  given  to  the  Library 
by  the  children  of  John  Hay. 

The  subsequent  copies  Lincoln  made 
were  changed  to  conform  with  the 
Associated  Press  repoi;t.  One  change 
in  wording  and  several  in  punctua- 
tion were  made.  Lincoln  wrote  out 
one  copy  for  his  host  in  Gettysburg, 
Judge  Wills,  but  what  became  of  this 
is  not  known.  At  the  request  of  Ed- 
ward Everett,  Lincoln  made  a  copy 
to  be  bound  with  the  manuscript  of 
Everett's  oration  and  sold  for  the 
benefit  of  the  United  States  Sanitary 
Commission  Fair  in  New  York  In 
1864.  This  is  now  owned  by  Senator 
Henry  W.  Keyes  of  New  Hampshire. 
Another  copy  was  made  to  be  In- 
cluded in  a  volume  of  facsimiles  of 
the  writings  of  many  authors  and 
sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  Soldiers 
and  Sailors'' Fair  in  Baltimore.  Lin- 
coln's first  copy  for  this  purpose  was 
written  on  both  sides  of  the  paper 
and  could  not  be  used.  He  therefore 
permitted  George  Bancroft,  the  his- 
torian, to  retain  it.  The  Bancroft 
family  still  owns  it.  The  re-copied 
version  is  owned  by  Prof.  William  J. 
A.  Bliss  of  Baltimore. 

Doubt  might  be  cast  on  the  Streator 
story  because  the  owner  says  Robert 
T.  Lincoln  gave  It  to  her  and  told 
her  that  this  copy  was  left  behind  In 
the  White  Hous/;,  while  his  father 
re-wrote  the  address  on  a  scrap  of 
wrapping  paper  on  the  train.  Aside 
from  the  improbability  of  the  Presi- 
dent's doing  much  writing  in  a  day 
coach  of  the  60's,  crowded  with  poli- 
ticians, it  may  be  remarked  that  the 
wrapping  paper  story  appears  no- 
where except  in  a  beautiful  piece  of 
fiction  called  "The  Perfect  Tribute," 
written  by  Mary  Shipman  Andrews. 

//  .   -=  A 


November  18,  1926 


'iss  Adell  Roach 
Route  Ho.  2 
LaSalle.  Illinois 

Bear  Madam: 

Thank  you  very  much  for  calling  to  our 
attention  the  Lincoln  items  in  your  possession 
but  we  would  not  care  to  make  an  appointment  to 
see  these  items  until  we  are  in  possession  of 
more  information  about  them  and  especially  in- 
formation as  to  the  price  at  which  you  are 
holding  them. 

If  you  care  to  list  them  separately  with 
a  full  description,    ,ivin^  the  price  of  each  one, 
and  if  we  think  it  is  possible  to  acquire  them,  we 
will  make  the  necessary  arrangements  to  look  them 
over  either  at  Chicago  or  at  your  home. 

Yours  very  truly 


LAW:LR  Director 


\ 


A^u3t  17,  1937 


Mss  Ada  I  Boach 
Houte  Ho.  2 
LaSalle,  Illinois 

Dear  Madam: 

Several  months  ago  you  wrote  to  our  Foundation 
advising  us  th. «|  you  had  in  your  possession  an  original 

copy  of  the  Gettysburg  Address    also  a  letter  In  Robert 
Lincoln's  handwriting  ..roving  its  genuineness. 

3  would  be  very  much  interested  indoed  to  learn 
what  disposition  was  made  of  ihis  Gettysburg  Address,  and 
if  it  h.'ts  been  disposed  of,  who  ras  the  purchaser. 

Thanking  ,/c  -  for  any  information  yjoa  might  care  to. 
forward,  we  are 

Very  truly  yours. 


LAW:3B  Director 


September  1,  1937 


Miss  Adell Roach. 

621   -est  :,&ple  Street 

Independence ,  Mis souri 

My  dear  *Mad«ra* 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  August  30  with  refer- 
ence to  the  Gettysburg  Address. 

^JL^he  friend  to  whom  you.  refer  and  who  is  the  ovmer 
of  the  letter  happens  to  be  Mrs.  Margaret  0*Xerron  and  we 
wo 'old  not  be  interested  in  carrying  on  this  correspondence 
any  farther,  to  say  nothing  of  a  designated  place  tc  vi  m 
the  transcript. 

Yery  truly  yo ;.jps. 


U  :  3 


Director 


Edward  e.  Kennedy 
THE  FARMERS'  WASHINGTON 


ELEVEN  C  STREET  SOUTHEAST 


Phone  Atlantic  7015 


September  2^rd 


Washington,  D.  C. 


Dr  Louis  A.Warren,  director 
Lincoln  Life  Foundation, 
Lincoln  Life  Insurance  Company, 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 


Dear  Br  Warren 


Your  name  has  been  given  me  as  one  who  would  be  very  much 
interested  in  a  collection  of  Abraham  Lincoln  mementoes 
in  the  possession  of  a  lady  in  Illinois,  whose  grandparents 
were  very  close  friends  of  the  Lincolns  in  the  days  he 
practiced  law  and  who  herself, in  turn,  was  a  close  friend 
of  Robert  Todd  Lincoln. 

She  has  thru  inheritance  and  gifts  from  Robert  Lincoln, in  her 
possession  pictures,  relics  and  documents,  some  of  which 
were  given  her  by  Robert  on  the  pledge  that  they  would  not  be 
reproduced  or  made  public  until  after  his  death. 

If  you  are  interested  and  in  a  position  to  purchase,  kindly 
communicate  with  me  and  I  will  advise  this  lady,  who  will 

then  get  in  touch  with  you  herself. 


8«ptenber  28,  1038 


Mr,  Edward  ''ennedy 
The  yirmers1  '  ashington  service 
^leven  C  Street,  S.  S. 
Washington,  D.  c. 

Mjr  dear  *'r.  Kennedy! 

*','e  are  always  interested  in  acquiring 
articles  of  values  relating  to  Abraham  Lincoln  and 
we  should  be  very  glad  indeed  to  have  the  name  of 
the  lady  in  Illinois  *ho  has  such  a  collection. 

Of  course,  I  hava  no  mer*ns  of  Imoving 
who  this  lady  is  but  we  have  been  bothered  to  death 
by  one  woman  out  in  Illinois  who  claims  to  have  been 
driven  articles  by  Robert  Lincoln  and  if  your  client's 
name  happen  to  be  ,?rs.   'argarat    i  s  -errhon,  we 
would  prefer  not  to  have  her  communicate  with  us. 
Otherwise,  we  would  be  interested  in  learning  what 
your  client  ray  havs  for  sale. 

Yery  t  ruly   ours , 


TJrtUS  Director 


I 


r 


